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A Word From Our President 
 
Greetings Fellow MAA Members: 
 
Farewell to The Long, Hot (and Dry) Summer! 
 
The corn never matured, lawns browned, then never fully recovered with the rain in mid-August. 
Shrubs and trees are hurting as well. A drive on the highways shows the number and diversity of 
those dead trees. As if the Weird Winter Weather (WWW) wasn’t enough to send trees and 
shrubbery into permanent decline, Summer 2007 was a Killer! 
 
Our Spring Field Day, June 2nd at the Central Maryland Research and Educational Center was 
among the better attended in recent memory. Many thanks to all individuals and companies who 
planned and participated in this event. 
 
MAA’s Pest Walk at Hood College on June 28th had good attendance as well. Stanton Gill and Rich 
Anacker were among those who made presentations prior to the walk and who led the group through 
the college to point out various active pest problems. Thanks to these folks and others who made this 
event another success. 
 
The Organization has another Field Day set for October 20th at CMREC in Ellicott City (same site as 
the June 2nd meeting). The MAA will be offering a lesson in aerial rescue as well as participation in 
thinning and dead wooding several large Willow Oaks at this facility. 
 
Another event that would be of interest to MAA members is the City of Westminster’s (MD) 15th 
Annual Community Forestry Workshop. This workshop will feature a full day’s worth of valuable 
information for arborists ranging from entomological updates, urban canopy coverage and several 
different field sessions. This is a strong educational meeting and I highly recommend this event. 
 
With January 2008 on the radar screen, the Maryland Arborist Association’s 28th Annual Winter 
Seminar is fast approaching! 
 
Damian Varga 

 
President 
Maryland Arborist Association 
 
Best regards for a safe and prosperous fall season!  
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The Maryland Arborist Association, Inc. 
Aerial Rescue & A-300 Pruning Standards 

Saturday, October 20, 2007 
          
 

Location: University of Maryland Cooperative Extension                        
       Central Maryland Research and Education Center         
       11975 Homewood Road, Ellicott City, MD 21042        

Time:  8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Directions:    Howard County, ADC Map 10 G 13, or use Map Quest of above address   

Early registration:  Before October 13, 2007  Late registration:  After October 13, 2007  
Members:  $85 Non-members:  $95   Members and Non-members:  $105 
  
All registrations include morning snack and lunch. 
 
Speakers: Mr. Bob Mead and Mr. Rich Godwin, Mead Tree & Turf Care, Inc. 

Mr. Steve Castrogiovanni, ArborCare, Inc. 
 
Topics and Demonstrations: A – 300 Pruning Standards & Aerial Rescue  
  
Program: 
 
7:30 Registration, Coffee and Donuts 
 
8:00 Review of A-300 Pruning Standards and Live Demonstrations 

• Crown cleaning  
• Crown thinning 
• Crown reduction 
• Hands-on practice 

  
12:00 Lunch 
  
12:30   Aerial Rescue and Pre-Climb Inspection 

• Pre-climb inspection and explanation of aerial rescue 
• What to do before entering the tree 
• What to do while in the tree  
• Demonstration of the various methods of extraction 

 
3:00 Adjourn 

Climbers may demonstrate and receive certificates of completion for the Certified Tree 
Worker Exam** on the aerial rescue. 

**Bring your PPE and Climbing Gear** 

- Registration Form on next page - 
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Registration Form 
I/We will attend the MAA, Fall Field Day, October 20, 2007. 

Company Name:  ____________________________________________ 

Company Contact:  ____________________________________________ 

Cell-phone:   _____________________________________________ 
(to be used as contact number in case of event cancellation) 
 
Early registration:  Before October 13, 2007  Late registration:  After October 13, 2007  
Members:  $85 Non-members:  $95   Members and Non-members:  $105 
 
Registrants:  _____________________________  ____________________________________ 

  _____________________________ ____________________________________ 

                       _____________________________  ____________________________________  

Total Fee …………………………………………………………………………………$_______ 
 
Fax registration form and credit card payment to:  410-296-8288 
 
Visa or MasterCard is accepted.  Card number: ________________________________________ 
 
Expiration date: __________________   3-digit security code (on back of card) ______________ 
 
Billing address of credit card:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Approved by (please print): _______________________________________________________ 
 
Authorizing Signature:  __________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number:  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
- OR - 
 
Mail registration form and check, made payable to MAA, to: 
Maryland Arborist Association, Inc.                     
P.O. Box 712 
Brooklandville, MD 21022                          
  

. 
ISA CEU’s have been applied for. 

 
Questions?  Call the MAA office at 410-321-8082. 

  



 
Department of Agriculture 

 
 

 

 

Why is my tree wilting or turning brown? 
 

Many trees are experiencing the effects of the drought that has occurred 
over most of the state of Maryland last year and this spring and summer.  Some trees, like 
tulip poplars, will respond with early leaf drop, as the leaves change color and drop as 
during autumn.  Some tulip poplar trees have already lost half or more of their leaves.  
Other shallow rooted trees, like dogwoods, will simply become wilted.  Street trees with 
limited or compacted root spaces are quite susceptible and may show leaf scorch, where 
the tips and edges of leaves turn brown.  In more severe situations, entire leaves or 
branches may become brown. 
 
A more serious consequence of drought occurs when pest insects or diseases begin to 
attack the stressed trees.  Most commonly, many different species of wood boring and bark 
feeding insects will attack various species of trees.  Finally, oaks, the most common group 
of trees in Maryland can begin to show signs of oak decline. 

Numerous reports of declining, dying, and recently killed oak trees have been received from 
across the state of Maryland this year. The most common oak species being affected are 
chestnut oak, northern red oak, pin oak, and southern red oak.  

Early signs of oak decline include reduced leaf size, bleeding cankers, and top-dieback. Oak 
decline has been associated with multiple diseases including: Phytophthora root and crown 
rot, Hypoxylon canker, and Armillaria root rot. Other organisms found associated with 
declining oaks include: bacterial/alcoholic flux, wood boring insects, and nematodes. 
Drought is the major environmental factor thought to have played a role in the abundance 
of declining oaks we are now observing.  Especially vulnerable may be trees defoliated by 
gypsy moth, particularly those that experienced heavy defoliation and which later re-
foliated, and are now are experiencing drought conditions. 

Once stressed trees begin to decline they become more susceptible to other fungal and 
insect pathogens. Oak decline is hard to control because it consists of so many factors. 
Once symptoms begin to appear, it is usually too late to reverse the decline and it 
eventually results in death of the tree.  

The main way to ease the stress on trees during drought conditions is through proper 
watering of the trees when feasible.  Excellent advice on how to best water plants during 
drought conditions can be found on the University of Maryland Home and Garden website.  

 Use the link below to access  
www.hgic.umd.edu/_media/documents/WateringTipsforDroughtConditionshg85pfv.pdf 
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 Shady Notes 

 
 

Pesticide Applicator Certification/Licensing Exam Dates 

In order to become certified as a pest control applicator, an individual must have at least one year of 
practical pesticide application experience as a registered employee working for a licensed pest control 
firm or public agency in the category, or categories, in which he/she wants to become certified. A degree 
in a biological field such as biology, botany, horticulture, entomology, agronomy, etc. may qualify in lieu 
of experience. The individual must pass examinations administered by the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture (MDA). In order to qualify for the examinations, an applicant must submit to MDA an 
application for certification at least one month prior to the exam. Experience or education 
documentation, such as the Verification of Experience Forms or college transcripts, must be attached to 
the application. Upon approval of the application, MDA will supply the study material and provide 
notification of exam dates.  

Individuals that have submitted an application and have been approved to take the examinations can 
attend the session of their choice.  

Individuals must report to the examination site between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in order to be 
admitted to take the examinations. On the day of the examination, the examination notification letter 
must be presented along with proper identification at the registration table. (NOTE: Individuals will not 
be admitted to the examination session after 11:00 a.m.) Individuals have until 3:00 p.m. to complete 
the examinations.  

Exams are multiple-choice and closed book. Each applicant must pass the Core exam which covers basic 
pesticide information and laws and at least one specific category exam with a 70% or higher score.  

An individual may retake the exams as many times as is necessary. However, there is a $10 retake fee 
paid at the time of reexamination. (NOTE: Public Agency Applicators are exempt from the retake fee.) 
Within two to three weeks of the examinations, a letter with the test results will be mailed to the 
individual’s home address.  

Upon passing the exams, a $75 annual certification fee must be paid for the initial pest control category, 
and a $25 fee for each additional pest control category. Fees are not to be submitted until passing the 
exam. The fees are only assessed for a main pest control category. There are no additional fees for 
certification in multiple subcategories under listed under a main category. Regulations prohibit an 
individual from maintaining certification for more than one place of business at any given time.  

http://www.mda.state.md.us/licenses_permits/ 

Exam Dates for October  
October 15, 2007 - Salisbury  
October 16, 2007 - Frederick  
October 19, 2007 - Annapolis  

*Application Cut off is Sept. 14*  
 
 

  

Exam Sites  

Annapolis  
MDA  
50 Harry S. Truman Pky 

Salisbury  
Ramada Inn  
300 S. Salisbury Blvd  
Business Rt. 13.  

Frederick  
Holiday Inn  
West Patrick Street  
(RT.40)  

*APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY THE CUT OFF DATES 
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 Shady Notes 

 
 
 
 

Invasive Plants 

Identification and Control Workshop 
Saturday, November 3, 2007   

9:00 to 2:00 pm 
Jerusalem Mills - Kingsville, MD 21087 

 
Included in the workshop is an introduction to invasive plants, the mechanical, chemical and cultural methods 
for controlling these plants, and the identification of invasive species common to the central Maryland area.  
Included will be Japanese Honeysuckle, Garlic Mustard, English Ivy, Oriental Bittersweet, Japanese Stilt 
Grass, Tree-of-Heaven, Mile-a Minute Vine and others.  Following a supplied lunch, field demonstrations will 
be provided at the site of the workshop.  Classroom presentations will be held in an antique blacksmith shop 
and lunch is to be served in the same location.  Field work will involve easy hiking around the area of the 
blacksmith shop.  Participants should dress for field walking and be prepared in case of inclement weather.  
Exposure to poison ivy is likely if you wander off the trails. Exposure to thorny materials such as multiflora 
rose and mile-a-minute vine (tearthumb) is almost guaranteed; long pants are recommended.  After the 
workshop, an hour-long free guided historical tour of the Mill and its supporting buildings will be conducted 
beginning at 2:15.  Optional hikes to a covered bridge or various trails are available.  
 
Cost: $ 10 includes workshop materials, brochures, “Invasive CD,” beverages, and lunch.  Checks should be 
payable to Forest Conservancy District Board for Baltimore County.  Limited to a maximum of 35 
participants. 
 
Name:  ___________________________  Phone:  ______________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 

 Site Directions: Provided with enrollment   E-mail:  _____________________________ 
 

Pre-Registration: Enrollment Deadline:  October 26th.  Include $10 fee with your registration. 
 
For Information and Registration Contact:  J. Wadsworth at jwadsworth@bcps.org or send request to:  
1812 Worthington Heights 
Cockeysville, MD 21030-1019 
 
Sponsors:  Invasive Species Comm. of MD, Anne Arundel, Baltimore County Forestry Boards, and MD 
Forestry Association.  
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 Shady Notes 
 

 

Welcome to the New MAA Members: 
         

Active Members 
 
Sun Lawn, Tree & Shrub 
Robert Malinowski 
760 Kirk Road 
Fairhill, MD 21921 
866-786-5296 
 
Employee Members 
 
City of Bowie 
Richard Kellner 
2614 Kenhill Drive 
Bowie, MD  20715 
301-262-6200 
 
 

Employee Members 
 
Bartlett Tree Expert 
Co. - Odenton 
Reed Joseph Dunfee 
8274 Lokus Road 
Suite 113 
Odenton, MD  21113 
 
Scientific Plant Service 
Gary Wisniewski 
P.O. Box 62 
Brooklandville, MD  
21022 
410-321-0970 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Invader of the Month  
Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus altissima), also known 
as ailanthus, stink-tree, stinking or (incorrectly) 
Chinese sumac or shumac, and by other less than 
pleasant names, is Maryland’s worst invasive alien 
tree, and the Maryland Invasive Species Council's 
September Invader of the Month. Introduced into 
the U.S. from China in 1784, it was initially valued 
as a horticultural specimen, and later as an 
indestructible street and shade tree. It quickly 
began spreading uncontrollably and has long been 
established in urban settings, finding a home in 
back alleys, vacant lots and sidewalk cracks. This is 
the tree in Betty Smith’s 1943 novel “A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn,” with the tree being an analogy for the 
tough, irrepressible people of the tenements. 
Rapid-spreading and difficult to control, tree-of-
heaven increasingly invades our forests, farms and 
roadsides. It has little value for wood or wildlife, 
and often grows in colonies that dominate an area, 
excluding more desirable native trees and shrubs.  

Tree-of-heaven is a fast-growing tree with smooth 
gray bark that can reach a height of 80 feet and a 
diameter of more than 3 feet. It has long 
compound leaves, with 11-25 leaflets on each leaf, 
the leaflets being smooth-edged except for 1-3 
teeth near the base, each with a small, translucent 
gland on the lower surface. The species is 
dioecious, with male and females flowers on 
separate trees. The male flowers and cut or bruised 
foliage have a strong disagreeable odor sometimes 
compared to burnt cashews or peanuts. In the 
winter, the tree is distinguished by the gray stems 
with stout, blunt brownish twigs, and by the 
clusters of twisted papery seeds, which often hang 
on the female trees over winter. 

For more info:  www.mdinvasivesp.org 
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The MAA and the MD Department of Natural Resources would like to congratulate the following 
individuals, who passed the Maryland Licensed Tree Expert examination on August 22, &  
September 19, 2007 in Annapolis: 
  
Jeremy Baker, ANTIETAM TREE SERVICE, INC. of Hagerstown, MD 
Ryan Blake Beeghly, BEEGHLY TREE SERVICE of Somerset, PA 
Fred J. Cann, ANTIETAM TREE SERVICE, INC. of Hagerstown, MD 
Jordon Michael Ewing, F. A. BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS of St. Michaels, MD 
Justin Mattingly, THE F. A BARTLETT TREE EXPERT COMPANY of Accokeek, MD 
Sarah Holbrook Davis, JOHN SHORB LANDSCAPING, INC. of Kensington, MD 
Michael B. Dobihal, M. R. TREES of Baltimore, MD 
John Wallace Shorb, JOHN SHORB LANDSCAPING, INC. of Kensington, MD 

 
Schedule of Upcoming Maryland DNR Tree Expert Exams  

 
Adopted in 1945, the Maryland Tree Expert Law addresses tree care work done for compensation on private 
or public property in Maryland. The purpose of the law is to provide a layer of consumer protection by 
licensing qualified and insured tree care companies and individuals. Anyone seeking to practice or advertise 
tree care services in the State of Maryland must obtain a license from the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources.  

 
 
Who must have a license? 
All tree care professionals practicing in Maryland must obtain a license. Without a license, they may not 
practice or advertise tree removal or tree care services in the state. To obtain a license, the applicant must 
possess adequate and related college education plus one year of experience under a LTE or have five years 
experience under a Licensed Tree Expert (LTE), then have passed the Maryland LTE exam and carry 
adequate amounts of liability and property damage insurance. License must be renewed annually every 
January.   The Forest Service conducts a preparatory course for Licensed Tree Expert examinees in May of 
each year. 

 
When is the licensed tree expert exam? 
Exam dates are as follows:  October 17, 2007, November 14, 2007, and December 12, 2007. 
All tests are administered at DNR Headquarters., Annapolis, MD 21401. Directions and parking information 
can be found at: http://www.dnr.state.md.us/map.html. 
 
NOTE: You will need to sign in at the front desk in the lobby. Valid photo ID is required for entry.  

 
For information & exam applications: Please contact: Ms. Romcesa Estep 410-260-8521 or 
www.dnr.state.md.us. 
 
 



 
 



 
                 

Shady Notes 

 

Oct. 1-3, 2007  MAC-ISA Annual Meeting, Hagerstown, MD, www.mac-isa.org 

Oct. 6, 2007  Open House, Central MD Research and Education Center University of MD Cooperative Extension, 
   11975 Homewood Road, Ellicott City MD 21042, call 301-596-9413 for info. 

Oct. 20, 2007  MAA’s Fall Field Day, Central Maryland Research and Education Center, Ellicott City, contact MAA 

Nov. 6-7, 2007  TCIA’s Certified Treecare Safety Workshop & Exam, Hartford, CT, 1-800-733-2622 

Nov. 8-10, 2007  TCI EXPO – Hartford, CT. Visit www.TCIA.org, and click on meetings for details, 1-800-732-2622 

Nov. 14 -16, 2007 Arbor Day Foundation, Partners in Community Forestry, Baltimore, MD, www.arborday.org 

Jan. 9 – 11, 2008  Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show, Baltimore Convention Center, www.MANTS.com 

Jan. 16 & 17, 2008 MAA’s 28th Annual Winter Seminar, Turf Valley Inn, Ellicott City, MD 

Jan. 16, 2008  ISA Certified Arborist Exam, Turf Valley Inn, Ellicott City, MD, call MAA at 410-321-8082. 

May 8, 2008  MAA’s Spring Pest Walk 

June 26, 2008  MAA’s Summer Pest Walk, Cylburn Arboretum, Baltimore, MD 

 

Calendar of Events 
www.mdarborist.com                 1-888- MD TREES / 410-321-8082         Email: director@mdarborist.com  

Look at what’s  
Happening Now! 



 

 

Shady Notes 

Maryland Arborist Association, 
Board of Directors 

 
 

July 1, 2006  - June 31, 2008  Executive 
Committee Members 

 
President 

   Damian Varga, spsdamian@juno.com 
410-321-0970 

 
President-Elect 

Nicholas Valentine, nvalentine@lewistree.com  
410-987-4815 

 
Secretary  

Steve Castrogiovanni, steve@arborcare-inc.com 
301-570-6033 

 
Treasurer 

   Kevin Mullinary, Kevin.mullinary@davey.com 
410-377-4002 

 
Immediate  

Past President & Director 
      John Blake, john.blake@davey.com 

410-822-3220 
 
 

Directors 
Bob Mead, meadtree@meadtree.com  

 301-854-5990 
 

John Davis, jdavis@bartlett.com  
410-526-6655 

 
 

Tom Mayer, tdmayerconsulting@yahoo.com 
410-437-4228 

 
 

Advisors 
       Scott Bates, sbates@bartlett.com 

703-550-6900 
 

   Stanton Gill, sgill@umd.edu 
301-596-9413 

 
Chris Klimas, chris.klimas@davey.com 

301-829-6915 
 

Dr. Michael Raupp, mraupp@umd.edu 
301-596-3626 

 
 

Honorary Director 
   Matthew Anacker, mcatree@msn.com 

410-486-4561 
 

Shady Notes: Editor, 
Political Liaison 

   Frank Dudek, frank12@comcast.net 
410-998-1100 

 
Executive Director 

   Vanessa A. Finney, director@mdarborist.com 
1-888-638-7337 / 410-321-8082 

  
Editor’s Choice: Book of the Month  

Submitted by: Frank Dudek, of Carroll Tree Service, Inc.  
 

Tree Structure and Mechanics 
 Conference Proceedings: 

 
How Trees Stand Up and Fall Down 

 
Editors: E. Thomas Smily and Kim D. Coder 

Published by: The International Society of Arboriculture 
and 

The Southern Chapter, International Society of Arboriculture 
 
 

 

OUR MISSION 
The mission of the Maryland Arborist Association, Inc. is to 
promote education in the field of arboriculture, to support the 
success of arboriculture and to promote the importance of tree 
care.  The association will provide a forum for the exchange of 

information and will encourage professionalism through the 
collective efforts of the members. 

 



 

 

Shady Notes 
Maryland  Arborist Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 712 
Brooklandville, MD  21022 
 
www.mdarborist.com 

"When we engage in power struggle, our conversation goes to the lowest common 
denominator. When we move out of power struggle, we can live up to our own ethics and 
may inspire others to do so as well." - Sharon Strand Ellison 


